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Querido
‘Rooms tread the line
between minimalism
and homeliness’

In sorme parts of Buenaos Aires, there are so
many new accommadation options, you feel
Ehey iy as well knock down the irtervening
walls and create one giant, super-boutique
hotel. The same cannot be szid for the
quietly-up-and-coming Villa Crespa
neighbourhaod. Sll, that's whers Querido,

a relaned BAB. has set up shop. In a three-floor

18205 townhouse, its seven madarn rooms
tread the line betwean minimalism and
hormeliness. Nothing is too fussy. but you

get the distinctimpression that the details
—flower-power cushions and wool throws —
were lovingly handpicked. Downstairs has
rmore character stll. with @ vintage record
prayer. reclaimed furniture and origingl heayy-
setwoeoden window frames. Space has been
maximised—there is an open-plan reception/
lourngeldkitenan — but this allows vour hosts,
avery friendly Anglo-Brazlian coupla, to

he close at nand for info and local tips.,

They'll point youin the direetion ofthe hip
neighbourhcad cafes, and you're still just

a 10-minute walk from lively Plaza Serrang,
inthe haart of fashionable Palermc Soho,
Doubles from €78 paying cash, or €86 by
other means, B&B (0054 11 4554 6297,
www.queridobuenosaires.com).
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- Faena Hotel+Universe
. ‘Each dinner table
. is overlooked by a
- red-eyed unicorn’

Mo, the last thing we want to dais spook

you out. but if you've ever come across a late-
! night David Lynch flick — those foreboding
vehet screens, blood-red walls, leather

i Chesterfields - your imagination may get the
better of you at Feena. It's not so ruch a hotel
! asacolection of exquisite filrm sets in which
you happen to be able o sleep, Gigantic gilt

i mirrors, coloured goblets. white leather chairs

twith gold swan-wing arms), black Murano-
glass chandeliars, sumptuous scarlet drapes

= there is no decorative flourish considerad
tooextravagant for Faena quests. Then come
the restaurants: choose between rustic B
Mercado, inspired by old Buenos Aires cantings
{wooden benches, family heirlooms, sapia
photographs), and E1 Bistro, where each table
t5 watched over by ared-eyed unicarr.

The outdoor peal, too, is hotel ameanity
meets cingmatic tableau: international
travelers strelch out onscarket daybeds, while
a submerged gold crown glints in the water (be
caretul swirmming lapsl. If there is a downside
—and for design devotees, (U's hard to think
of one—itis the location in evalving Puerio
Madero, Buenos Aires' answer to London's
Docklands. But even that ensures views and
a quiet night's sleep. Sweet dreams...

Doubles from €181, room only (00 54 11 4010
2000, www.fasnahotelanduniverse.com).

Get me there

Exsus (D20 7357
SO10, wearw BRSLIS.
corml has a five-night
breakat Muss from
£1.485pp, including
flights and private
transfers: the same
at Faena starts from
£1.735pp. BA (D844
A95 (AT v,
ba.com) flies from
Heathrow to Busnas
Aires from E737




